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SA 2020 launches to standing-room-only crowd
and large online audience

Before a crowd of more than 1,000 area residents spread over two facilities, and a robust online audience that registered more than 2,000 comments during a live webcast, Mayor Julián Castro and SA 2020 organizers ushered in the six-month visioning effort on Saturday.


The overflow crowd split between the TriPoint YMCA and San Antonio Water System headquarters witnessed speeches from Mayor Castro, County Judge Nelson Wolff, City Manager Sheryl Sculley and a special address by Ed Whitacre, board chairman of General Motors.


Before settling into workgroups to provide feedback on the future of San Antonio, the public also heard from the SA 2020 tri-chairs: Darryl Byrd
, managing director of Pearl Brewery, Sonia Rodriguez, a local attorney and chairwoman of the Mayor’s Commission on the Status of Women, and Graham Weston, chairman of Rackspace Hosting.

“What we saw Saturday were San Antonians from every walk of life taking time out of their busy lives to say what they love about San Antonio and what they want to see improve,” Mayor Julián Castro said. “That is a powerful statement that will propel us throughout this six-month process to dream about what kind of city we want to be by the end of the decade.”

During his remarks, GM Chairman Ed Whitacre discussed his role in helping turn around the automotive giant and hailed San Antonio’s diverse economy, history and quality of life as building blocks to a greater future.


“Visions are not just for organizations that are struggling,” Whitacre said. “They’re also for those that are working to improve or trying to set the pace for others. I put San Antonio in that category. We have so much going for us right now.”


Saturday’s webcast by NOWCastSA was the largest in the organization’s history. The event will be archived and available for viewing on the organization’s web site at www.NOWCastSA.org. 
For information on future meetings involving the SA 2020 effort, go to www.SA2020.org.
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